Source: C Rumfelt


Claim, Data, Warrant (CDW) Practice

The warrant explains why the data or evidence proves the claim. Your warrant must be reasonable and believable or your reader won’t accept it. 

1. Don’t eat that mushroom – it’s poisonous. 

· Claim: Don’t eat that mushroom.

· Data: That mushroom is poisonous.

· Warrant: Eating poisonous things is dangerous. 

2. We shouldn’t elect Fred as class president because he’s too bossy. 

· Claim: We should not elect Fred class president.

· Data: Fred is way too bossy.

· Warrant: Bossy people don’t make good class presidents.

3. I should not be forced to share a room with my sister because she is miserable to live with. 

· Claim: Sharing a room with my sister is unbearable.

· Data: She thinks everything in the room is hers. She has filthy habits. She constantly exhibits immature behavior.

· Warrant: Neat people should not be forced to share their space with slobs.

The fourth example may look like a good argument at first, but the warrant is silly and unconvincing. 

4. Grades in high school should be abolished because I don’t like them. 

· Claim: Grades in high school should be abolished. 

· Data: I don’t like grades.

· Warrant: What I don’t like should be abolished.

Directions: Read the sentences below and identify the claim, the data (or reason), and the warrant and write it in the space provided. Decide whether the warrant is believable. 

1. Buy this stereo system because it has a powerful amplifier. 

Claim:

Reason or Data:

Warrant: 

 2. Drugs should not be legalized because legalization would greatly increase the number of drug addicts.

Claim:

Reason or Data:

Warrant: 

3. If you practice the piano regularly, it will make you a more disciplined person. 

Claim:

Reason or Data:

Warrant: 

4. We’d better stop for gas because the gas gauge has been on empty for the last 30 miles. 

Claim:

Reason or Data:

Warrant: 

5. As a growing teenager, you need at least 8 hours of sleep per night because your brain is still developing. 

Claim:

Reason or Data:

Warrant: 

 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Have students work on exercises individually. 

For homework, (or classwork if time permits) allow students to complete the exercise below: 

Claim/Data (Reason)/Warrant Practice

Directions: Write a good “claim/data/warrant” paragraph using the prompt below. Make your claim, use data and reasons to support your claim, and state a warrant that supports your claim and makes it believable. Write at least six sentences: claim, four reasons or data, and a warrant. 

Important: Label your claim, your data (reasons), and your warrant. 

Prompt: How much influence do parents really have over how their children turn out as adults? 
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