Macbeth Project: Staging Leadership

What are the paths to power?   History shows us there are many—force, manipulation, intimidation, exchange, persuasion, motivation, and honor.  The Tragedy of Macbeth dramatizes the decisions and actions that lead a good man to unbridled ambition and corrupt leadership.  
After reading and discussing the foundations of the play, form groups to teach and perform one of the remaining four acts.  You may elect to create films or harness the energy of live action.  Consider how to develop character through staging and telling the story in a way that helps your classmates overcome the challenges of reading a play.  
Your classmates will assess how well you taught them.  In addition to curricular goals, nurture in each other the skills of demonstrating originality and inventiveness in your work, using interpersonal and problem-solving skills to influence and guide others toward a goal, and reflect on what we learn about leadership.   Ultimately we must answer the question, what does this work of art have to say to us today?
Group Responsibilities:

· Teach an act of The Tragedy of Macbeth

· Use objectives to guide you:  What do you want the students to understand?  What do you want them to do?  (These must be turned in the day of the presentation.)
· How do ideas, motifs, and characters develop in this act?

· Act out all scenes without changing Shakespeare’s language (at least one scene should be entirely of Shakespeare’s language. Changes should still include his imagery and motifs.) Bonus points may be earned for memorization.
· Assess student learning: How will you ensure that all students have learned what you taught them?
Address the Challenges Students Face

· Shakespeare’s language

· Keeping track of characters, their backgrounds, relationships, motivations, and attitudes

· That it is a play, an artistic form that is meant to be seen and heard

· Footnotes

· Are there hidden messages? Alternate interpretations?  Symbolism?  Research what the scholars say about your act.
While Performing:

· Project clear, articulate voices and well-enunciated, correctly pronounced verse.
· Staging should show the relationships between characters as well as the characters’ motivations and action

· Use space meaningfully, including gestures

· Engage the audience

· Show evidence of practice and understanding, including where to place stress, nonverbal communication, pauses, tone, consideration of subtext, etc.
· Soliloquys, asides, and other conventions should enhance student understanding.  Soliloquys often show a character in two minds at once—how can that be shown?
