Senior Project Research Paper Rubric

Before papers can be evaluated, they must be at least 1900 words in length and must have all sources documented with a works cited page.

6 (A+)
Exemplary Writing Performance—the paper exhibits all or most of the following characteristics:

· (12) Thesis Statement: Original controlling idea or topic which is clearly stated and leads the reader to the organization and content of the paper.

· (14) Structural Elements: reads as a unified whole and masterfully uses all structural elements (introduction, body and conclusion). No repetition of information exists, and transitions between paragraphs are seamless. All paragraphs are flawless, developed, and support the thesis. 

· (12) Support: Research is factually relevant and accurate with numerous citations and varied citation methods (direct and embedded quotes, paraphrases). Employs seven (7) or more acceptable sources. Sources are timely and valid, and represent a diverse breadth and depth of research.

· (28) Analysis: Demonstrates an extensive understanding of the topic by examining critical relationships between source materials and drawing unique, thought provoking conclusions. 

· (10) Style: Mature, objective tone and formal language - Sentence variety enhances impact while nearly perfect grammar/mechanics/spelling enhance strong voice and tone.

· (24) Format: No errors in MLA format throughout paper and Works Cited page

5 (A)
Commendable Writing Performance—the paper exhibits all or most of the following characteristics:

· (11) Thesis Statement: Sophisticated controlling idea or topic which is clearly stated and forecasts the organization and content of the paper.

· (13) Structural Elements: reads as a unified whole and skillfully uses all structural elements. No repetition of information exists, and transitions between paragraphs are purposeful. All paragraphs are effective, developed and support the thesis. 

· (11) Support: Research is factually relevant and accurate with many citations and varied citation methods. Employs seven (7) or more acceptable sources that are timely and valid, and represent a variety of mediums.
· (27) Analysis: Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the topic by examining relevant relationships between source materials and drawing insightful conclusions.
· (9) Style: Objective tone and formal language - Varied sentence structure and correct grammar/mechanics/spelling establish a distinct voice and tone.
· (23) Format: Contains 1 type of error in MLA format throughout paper or Works Cited page
4 (B)
Capable Writing Performance—the paper exhibits all or most of the following characteristics:

· (10) Thesis Statement: Controlling idea or topic is clearly stated and forecasts the organization and content of the paper.

· (12) Structural Elements: reads as a unified whole and capably uses all structural elements. Minimal repetition of information exists and transitions between paragraphs are consistent. Paragraphs are well organized and support the thesis.

· (10) Support: Research is factually based and accurate with slightly repetitive methods of citation. Employs seven (7) or more acceptable sources, the majority of which are timely and valid, and represent some variety of mediums.

· (24) Analysis: Demonstrates a competent understanding of the topic by examining the source materials and drawing thoughtful conclusions. 

· (8) Style: Somewhat objective tone and use of formal language. Some sentence variety, few mistakes in grammar/mechanics/spelling create a recognizable student voice.

· (20) Format: Contains 2 types of errors in MLA format throughout paper or Works Cited page.

3 (C)
Adequate Writing Performance—the paper exhibits all or most of the following characteristics:

· (9) Thesis Statement: Understandable controlling idea or topic that corresponds with the paper or the majority of the paper.

· (11) Structural Elements: reads in a disjointed manner, but adequately uses all structural elements. Repetition of information exists and transitions between paragraphs are weak. Some paragraphs are organized and support the thesis. 

· (9) Support: Research is accurate but may be partially relevant. Employs seven (7) or more acceptable sources that may be valid, but lack variety and/or timeliness.

· (21) Analysis: Demonstrates a general understanding of the topic by paraphrasing/summarizing source material and drawing simplistic and/or superficial conclusions. 

· (7) Style: common vocabulary/use of informal language - minimal sentence variety - Use of first or second person pronouns, some incorrect word choice and/or distracting errors in grammar/mechanics/spelling create a weak voice.

· (18) Format: contains 3-5 errors in MLA format throughout paper or Works Cited page.

2 (D)
Inadequate Writing Performance—the paper exhibits all or most of the following characteristics:

· (8) Thesis Statement: Inadequate controlling idea or topic which may be too general to support or too narrow to investigate. Thesis statement does not correspond to the majority of body paragraphs.

· (10) Structural Elements: reads in an illogical/disorganized manner and is missing one or more structural elements. Excessive repetition of information exists and transitions are missing. Paragraphs are poorly developed and few support the thesis.

· (8) Support: Research may be inaccurate and/or irrelevant with minimal seven (7) citations and a repetitive citation method. Employs seven (7) or more acceptable sources that clearly lack variety and/or timeliness.

· (18) Analysis: Demonstrates little understanding of topic by offering opinion without supporting evidence. Analysis merely summarizes research. 

· (6) Style: common vocabulary/use of slang and informal language; demonstrates mastery of sentence structure. Lacks voice. Heavy use of first or second person pronouns. Incorrect word choice, minimal sentence variety, and heavily distracting errors in grammar/mechanics/spelling cause a lack of voice and/or readability.

· (16) Format: contains 6-9 errors in MLA format throughout paper or Works Cited page.

1 (F)
Unacceptable Writing Performance
         (7-0)Thesis Statement: has no identifiable controlling idea or topic.

· (8-0) Structural Elements: Major structural errors. Paragraphing is not evident.

· (7-0) Support: Research is inaccurate or irrelevant with no parenthetical documentation or uses a method other than MLA. Sections of the paper are plagiarized. Employs six (6) or fewer acceptable sources. 2 or more undocumented pieces of evidence.

· (17-0) Analysis: Demonstrates no understanding of the topic. No analysis is attempted. 

· (5-0) Style: limited vocabulary - heavy use of slang/informal language - incorrect word choice. Sentence structure is below mastery.

· (14-0) Format: does not use MLA format or contains 10 or more errors in MLA format throughout paper or Works Cited page.

· Length: does not meet minimum word requirement (1900 words) will result in an automatic failure and receive a score no higher than 59%. 

Limitations to resources:

· No encyclopedias (unless specialized encyclopedias such as medical, sports, automobile, etc.)

· Maximum of 2 personal interviews of people with expertise in the field

· It is the student’s responsibility to be sure to have seven acceptable sources as outlined in the Senior Project Handbook. Students with questions regarding an online source must seek advice and approval from their English 12 teacher. 

